Reading Strategies
· Make sure you read a "just right level book".  The best way to become a better reader is to practice each day.  When choosing a book,  Kate should:
· be able to read the text fairly smoothly

· have trouble with no more than three words on the first or two pages (depends on the length of the book)

· be able to tell you what she or he read
*Fluency develops as a result of many opportunities to practice reading with a high degree of success
· Your child should Read out loudly to make sure they are concentrating properly and reading every word.  Reading aloud will help improve listening ability, concentration skills and comprehension.  When they are reading...
          * If they get stuck on a word, encourage them to use one of these strategies:

-Stretch it out- start at the first letter and sound out each letter, then blend them together

-Chunk it- break the word into familiar chunks: for example, mon-key…. en-joy-able…

-Check the pictures for clues about what the word could be.

-Reread the sentence and ask, “what word would make sense here?”
-Ask them questions such as:

 Qui?  Quoi?  Où?  Quand?  Que c'est-il passé?  Que va-t-il arriver dans l`histoire?  Décris le personnage.  Quel est le problème?
· Read to your child
 When you are reading...
-Glide your fingers under the words as you read, they will likely read along if they see where you are.

-Ask questions like, “What do you think will happen next?” or “Why do you think that happened?” or “Why did they say that?” etc. Questioning gets children thinking about what they are reading, improving comprehension.

-Pause after a while and ask, “So what has happened so far?” Summarizing is a very important comprehension skill.

-Talk about the story after it is over. Ask, “What was your favorite part? Why did you like it? What would happen if ___ happened instead?” etc.
· Re-read material several times to build fluency (fluency is reading quickly and smoothly)
I explained this to the class early September as we only exchange our books once a week (Thursday before going to the library).  Your child does not have to read something new every time they pick up a book. Re-reading the same book over and over again helps with fluency, word accuracy, improved comprehension, (improvement in retelling stories).  Re-reading sentences and paragraphs of a story can help them clear up confusion, correct errors or discover something they missed the first time.
· Read with a fluent partner

Read a sentence or two, and then have your child reread the initial lines or paragraphs several times until she/he is reading in a normal fluid fashion.  Reading books just above their reading level will expose them to new vocabulary and sentence structure.  Hearing a fluent reader will help them with fluency and pronunciation.
· Study Reading Vocabulary

As your child reads books, have him/her make a list of words that were difficult or unfamiliar in the book.  Practice pronunciation and writing these words.

· Listen to reading (Using recorded books) to hear proper pronunciation and fluency

· Listen to music, tv shows, music in French to hear proper pronunciation and fluency
** Reading and writing are complementary skills**

After reading, your child can write responses about what they read.  

Such as:
· Do you like the ending of the book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? What do you think might happen next?
· What connections are there between the book and your life? Explain.
· Who shouldn’t or shouldn’t read this book? Why?
· Do you like the ending of the book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? What do you think might happen next?

· Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or

classmates? Explain.

· Which character would you like to be in this book? Why?
· Do you think the title fits the book? Why or why not?
· The most important character is…….because…
· If I were making this book into a movie, the part(s) I would cut out or change would be…..because…..

· If this book would become a movie, choose 5 main scenes and why you chose them.

· I laugh aloud when…

· I was surprised when…..
· If your book took place in a different setting, how would that change the story? Why? 

They can do this at home, then bring their response to school so I can discuss with them
